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Monday, April 24, 2000 
A News letter f or t he 
G RAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERS I TY 
Co m m u nity 
Volume 24, Number 36 
GVSU Holds Commencement Ceremonies 
In Grand Rapids, Traverse City 
More than 1,350 students will take 
part in Grand Valley's April Com-
mencement, which will begin at 
10 a.m. at the Van Andel Arena in 
downtown Grand Rapids on Saturday, 
Diana Sieger 
April 29. 
About 
950 
students 
will 
receive 
their 
bachelor's 
degree 
and 400 
will be 
awarded 
master's 
degrees. 
Diana Sieger, president of the Grand 
Rapids Foundation will be the com-
mencement speaker. She will receive an 
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 
from GVSU at the ceremony, in recog-
nition of her exemplary community 
service. 
Sieger has been president of the 
Grand Rapids Foundation for more than 
12 years. She also serves as a Grand 
Valley University Foundation trustee. 
Three distinguished alumnae will be 
recognized during the ceremonies. 
Honorees include Sharon Buursma, 
executive vice president of Spectrum 
Health in Grand Rapids; Shirley 
Kleiman, owner of Spine and Sport 
Biomechanical Rehabilitation Center in 
Grand Rapids; and Georgina Kranitz, 
interim president of Paradise Valley 
Community College in Phoenix. 
Former Lieutenant Governor to 
Speak at Traverse City Ceremony 
As it has for three years, GVSU will 
hold a separate commencement 
ceremony for graduates of its programs 
in Traverse City. Former Michigan 
Lieutenant Governor Connie Binsfeld 
will receive an honorary degree and 
speak at the ceremony, which will be 
held on May 2 at 7 p .m. in the Park 
Place Hotel in Traverse City. 
More than 60 students have complet-
ed undergraduate or graduate degree 
programs in Education, Nursing, and 
Social Work through Grand Valley at the 
University Center in Traverse City. 
Lake Michigan Center Groundbreaking Planned 
The Campaign Committee for 
GVSU's Lake Michigan Center has 
recommended that groundbreaking 
for the Muskegon project take p lace 
on June 14. 
Announcement of the date, which 
is subject to approval by the GVSU 
Board of Control, was made last week 
by Charles E. Johnson II , chairman of 
the Lake Michigan Center Campaign 
Committee. The GVSU Board will 
consider the recommendation at its 
meeting on April 26. 
"The campaign has raised $4.7 
million toward our goal of $5 .4 
million for property and the building," 
Johnson said, "and the committee is 
confident that we will raise 
the balance in short 
order. Therefore, we 
have urged the university to commence 
construction as soon as possible. We're 
ready to go." 
Johnson chairs the committee of 15 
Muskegon-area civic and philanthropic 
leaders that agreed to raise $5 .4 million 
for construction of the new home for 
GVSU's Water Resources Institute at 
740 Shoreline Drive in downtown 
Muskegon. The Shoreline Drive location 
is currently the site of WRI's Muskegon 
field station and home port 
for the university's research 
vessel W G. Jackson. The 
campaign began with a $1 
million lead gift from the 
Community Foundation for 
Muskegon County and has 
been followed with numer-
ous private donations, 
including major gifts from 
SPX Corporation and from W.G. and 
Kathleen Jackson. The State of Michi-
gan, the federal government, the City of 
Muskegon and the County of Muskegon 
have also made contributions of cash , 
services and land for the project. 
"It's impossible to overstate the 
importance of this project to the 
Muskegon area, " Johnson sa id. "That's 
continued on page 3 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the Office of 
University Communications 
every Monday when classes are 
in session and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FORUM 
cc:Mail box. From off campus, 
email forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World Wide Web 
at: www.gvsu.edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submission form on the Web Site. 
Across Campus 
Looking for Bikes for Kids 
Students and facu lty members in the 
School of Engineering distributed refur-
bished bikes to youngsters at Other Way 
Ministries in Grand Rapids on April 7. 
Professor Shirley Fleischman led the effort to 
collect and repair used bicycles, and invites 
faculty and staff members to contact her if 
they wish to donate any used children's 
bikes. 
Appreciated COT, AP Staff 
GVSU Clerical Office and Technical employees had 
a cruise theme celebration for their annual COT 
luncheon on April 13. Passengers from Plant Ser-
vices arrived fully prepared for the luncheon, the 
"USS Appreciation. " 
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During the Administrative Professional annual 
luncheon on April 18, Gloria Tate, associate direc-
tor of the TRIO program, received the 2000 
Achievement Award from President Lubbers, 
below. 
In addition, AP Service Awards were given to one 
individual in each of the eight AP groups. Hon-
orees included: Sandi Bacon, Chemistry laborato-
ry supervisor,· John Sundstrom, director of ln/or-
mation Technology; Sheila Klemm, assistant 
director of Financial Aid; Harriet Singleton, senio1· 
counselor,· Linda Yuhas, employment and compen-
sation manager; Jerry Baltes, track and cross coun-
try coach; Ken Kolbe, assistant general manager at 
WGVV; and Dan Baifoui; director of the School of 
Public and Nonprofit Administration. 
Leroy Hackley, Pamela Potter and Gloria Tate were 
also recognized/or their past work on the AP Com.-
mi/tee. 
Charitable Gift Planner 
Joins GVSU 
The newly created position of director of 
Gift Planning at GVSU has been fill ed by 
John Heerspink. A graduate of Calvin 
College and the University of Michigan, 
Heerspink brings more than 20 yea rs of 
charitable gift 
and estate 
planning 
experience to 
the post. Most 
recently, he 
was director 
of Gift 
Planning at 
Kalamazoo 
College. He 
also served 
Calvin College 
in a similar 
position for 11 
yea rs. Heer-
John Heerspink spink has also 
worked with many west Michigan charities 
as a consultant. 
continued on page 3 
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"I see a great opportunity for 
charitable gift planning to enhance the 
endowment of the university, and now 
is the ideal time to begin a program 
here at GVSU," Heerspink said. "The 
'p ioneer' faculty and administrators are 
retiring and may seek opportunities to 
leave a legacy to the school. The first 
alumni of the college are now into the ir 
pre-retirement years and will need estate 
and financial planning. Charitable gift 
planning will play a significant part in 
their personal planning as they mature 
along with the university," he said . 
Heerspink noted that, in addition to 
faculty and alumni, Grand Va lley has 
many highly supportive friends who 
will promote the continued success and 
growth of the university by building 
endowment from their estate gifts. 
Heerspink was the founding presi-
dent of the Western Michigan Planned 
Giving Group in the late 1980s. He was 
recently given the Benjamin Franklin 
Award by the West Michigan Chapter of 
the National Society of Fund Raising 
Executives 
"He comes to GVSU with extensive 
experience, high professional standing, 
and familiarity and visibility in the 
community," said Maribeth Wardrop, 
vice president for Development. 
International Program 
Directors Sought 
The Padnos International Center 
invites applications for faculty-led study 
abroad programs for academic years 
2001 and 2002, for short-term programs, 
from one to five weeks. 
Applications are being accepted for 
Urban Planning in England; Public 
Administration in Canada; Social Work 
in El Salvador, South Africa and Ireland; 
Modern Languages in France, Mexico 
and Germany; and Graduate Education 
in Mexico. 
Applicants must be qualified to teach 
in the academic field of the program. 
Familiarity with the country and language 
of the program site is highly desirable. 
Program director job descriptions and 
specific details for each program can be 
obtained from Marche Haddad in the 
Padnos International Center. Applications 
are due by May 15. 
Downtown Move 
Committee Appointed 
President Arend D. Lubbers has 
appointed 16 members of the GVSU 
community to a committee that w ill 
address non-academic issues surround-
ing the faculty and staff move into the 
Richard M. DeVos Center. Jean Enright, 
executive assistant to the president, 
chairs the committee. 
The group has begun regular 
meetings that will continue into fall . The 
next meeting is planned for April 25. 
Faculty and staff members may contact 
any of the committee members listed 
below with questions or concerns related 
to the Grand Rapids campus move. 
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Committee members include: Enright, 
Dave Annis, John Bowers, Ester Burns, 
Jeff Carlson, student representative 
Colleen Cartwright, John Gracki, Vonnie 
Hen-era, Harold Larson, Bart Merkle, Jeff 
Meyer, Sarah Torres, Elaine Schott, Cal 
Stockman, Stephen Ward, and Al Wygant. 
Water Resources Institute 
Gets WET 
Michigan Project WET (Water 
Education for Teachers) has found a 
new home at Grand Valley's Annis 
Water Resources Institute . As the official 
coordinator of Michigan Project WET, 
WRI joins 47 states, Canada, and Mexico 
as a WET sponsor. WRI will be coordi-
nating Project WET teacher and facilita-
tor training workshops. 
Project 
WET is 
an 
interdisci-
plinary 
water 
education 
program 
intended 
to supplement a school's existing 
curriculum. The WET program was 
developed in 1984 by the North Dakota 
State Water Commission and was 
updated by Montana State University. 
The core of the program is the 
Project WET Curriculum and Activity 
Guide (Grades K-12), a collection of 
water-related , fun, hands-on, and easy-
continued on page 4 
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why it has earned such impressive 
private and public support." 
President Arend Lubbers said he 
would endorse the campaign commit-
tee 's recommendation when it comes 
before the Board of Control. "All of us 
at Grand Valley are deeply grateful to 
the committee and to the Muskegon 
community for its generosity," the 
president said. 
WRI Director Ronald Ward sa id he 
expects construction to be completed in 
time to accommodate the conference 
program, "Lake Michigan: State of the 
Lake 2001," a follow-up to the GVSU 
symposium hosted in Muskegon last 
fa ll. "We believe that a biennial program 
will help keep attention focused on 
Lake Michigan and its importance to 
our region," Ward said. 
Assuming approval of the plan and 
budget, construction can begin this 
summer and be completed in approxi-
mately twelve months. Plans call for a 
24,000-square-foot research center, to be 
built on land behind the existing field 
station and fronting on Muskegon Lake. 
The new building w ill house the 
university's Robert B. Annis Water 
Resources Institute, which would be 
moved in its entirety to Muskegon from 
faci lities on the Allendale campus. The 
Muskegon Lake site will be built to 
accommodate the W G. Jackson as well 
as visiting research vessels from other 
universities and research organizations. 
The Muskegon firm of Hooker Dejong 
serves as architect for the project. 
Calendar of Events 
General Events 
All activities on Allendale Campus unless otherwise noted. 
Arts hotline : (616) 895-ARTS. 
Mon.,Apr. 24-Fri.,Apr. 28 
Building Hours: B.F.A. Graphic Design Exhibit. "Redefining 
Graphic Design." CAC. Call x3486 for more information. 
Tues.,Apr. 25 
4-7 p.m.: Reception. B.F.A. Graphic Design Exhibit. CAC. 
Wed.,Apr. 26 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.: Teacher Search, Calvin College. Call Career 
Services, x3311 for more information . 
Sat.,Apr. 29 
10 a.m.: Commencement. Van Andel Arena , Grand Rapids. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to 
change. 
Across Campus 
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to-use activities. More than 90 activities incorporate a variety 
of formats , such as large and small group learning, laborato-
ry investigations, and community service projects . 
To celebrate Project WET, WRI will host the Michigan 
Project WET Water Festival at Heritage Landing in Muskegon 
on September 22. States throughout the nation will also be 
holding water festivals on the same date. Festivities will 
include water testing, displays from groups interested in 
water issues, and other Project WET activities. For more 
information , call WRI at x3749. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Rosa Fernandez-Levin, associate professor of Modern 
Languages and Literatures, presented a paper, titled "Psy-
chosis, Castration , and Dismemberment in Jose Donoso's 
'Tres novelitas burguesas,'" at the 2000 Michigan Academy 
meeting held at Saginaw Valley State University. 
Jann-Huei Jinn, associate professor of Mathematics and 
Statistics, published a paper, titled "The Statistician's Prob-
lem," in InterStat, a refereed electronic journal. 
Mary de Young, professor of Sociology and acting chair of 
tl1e Depa1tment of Anthropology/ Geography/ Sociology, wrote 
an article, titled "The Devil Goes Abroad: The Export of the 
Ritual Abuse Moral Panic," in the Web journal, The British 
Criminology Conferences: Selected Proceedings, Vol. 3 . 
Tues.,Apr. 25 
4 p.m.: Baseball at Hope College. Holland. 
Wed.,Apr. 26 
2 p.m.: Baseball at St. Joseph's College. Rensselaer, IN. 
Fri. ,Apr. 28 
All Day: Men's Golf at Wayne State University. Motor City 
Invitational. Novi. 
6 p.m.: Baseball at University of Findlay. Findlay, OH. 
TBA: Women's Tennis. Northern Kentucky at Ferris State 
University. Big Rapids. 
Fri. ,Apr. 28-Sat.,Apr. 29 
TBA: Track & Field. Drake Relays. Des Moines, IA. 
Fri. ,Apr. 28-Sun.,Apr. 30 
TBA: Softball at GLIAC. North Round Robin. Big Rapids. 
Sat.,Apr. 29 
11 a.m.: Track & Field at Saginaw Valley State Quad . 
University Center. 
1 p.m.: Baseball at University of Findlay. Findlay, OH. 
GVSU Ranks in Top 25 
In Division 11 
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GVSU has placed high in this year's Sears Directors' Cup, 
which tallies college athletics programs' overall sports 
standings. It's a joint effort between the ational Association 
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics and USA Today. GVSU is 
13th in Division II in the nation. This was for the first set of 
w inter standings and includes women's and men's swim-
ming and women 's and men's indoor track and field. 
Polly Diven, assistant professor of Political Science, 
presented a paper, titled "Evaluating Public Opinion on 
Foreign Aid: Political and Methodological Issues," at the 
annual meeting of the International Studies Association in 
Los Angeles. 
Steve Mattox, assistant professor of Geology, presented a 
paper, titled "Training Students to Construct the Flood 
Potential of Major Waterways: A Case Study Using the Grand 
River in Southwest Michigan," at the recent north-central 
section meeting of the Geologica l Society of America , in 
Indianapolis. The meeting was also attended by Peter 
Riemersma, assistant professor of Geology, and William 
Neal, professor of Geology. 
